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IMAM (Romeo) Ro.57bis

‘Italian Fighter-Attack Plane’

Instructions / Navod

The prototype Ro.57, designed by Industrie Meccaniche e Aeronautiche Meridionali (I.M.A.M.), took to the air for the first
time in early 1939. It was built to a design by Giovanni Galasso, who was also assisted by Pietro Calleria and Manlio Fiore. The
twin-engined interceptor, powered by Fiat A 74 R.C.38 engines, was of mixed construction. The fuselage was a metal tubular
structure with metal skinning while the wing was made of wood covered with plywood. The Ro57 was armed with a pair of
12.7 mm machine guns. It was first presented to the public in May 1939 during an international congress organized for aviation
journalists. However, its performance did not convince the Regia Aeronautica's top brass. The proposal to modify the type into a
fighter-bomber was also rejected. It was only after the failure of Breda Ba.88B bombers in 1941 when the Regia Aeronautica
urgently needed ground-attack aircraft, that the proposal was eventualy accepted. The Ro.57 was redesigned into the Ro.57bis
version equipped with aecrodynamic brakes, a belly pylon for a 500 kg bomb and wing pylons for 250 kg bombs. Some sources
state that the 12.7 mm machine guns were replaced by a pair of 20 mm cannon. Originally 200 production examples were
ordered, but this quantity was reduced to 90, with only 60 of them really produced in total. The aircraft were operationally
deployed as part of the 97° Gruppo in February 1943. The 97° Gruppo, consisting of the 226th sq and 227th sq, practiced attacks
on ground and naval targets. In July 1943, the unit was deployed in combat and the aircraft took anti-submarine patrol and
convoy escort roles . However, on 13 July 1943, an American B-24 Liberator bombed the Crotone airfield and ten of the fifteen
Ro.57bis based there were destroyed. The remaining aircraft of the unit were kept in service by cannibalizing other aircraft until
the disbandment of the 97° Gruppo on 10 August 1943.

Specifications: wingspan 12.50 m, length 8.80 m, height 2.90 m, max. speed 500 km/h, range 1,200 km
Armament: two 12.7 mm machine guns in the front fuselage, one 500 kg bomb under the fuselage and two 250 kg bombs under
the wings.

Prototyp letounu Ro.57 zkonstruovany firmou Industrie Meccaniche e Aeronautiche Meridionali (I.M.A.M.) vzlétl poprvé
pocatkem roku 1939. Byl postaven dle navrhu Giovanniho Galassa, kterému asistovali Pietro Calleria a Manlio Fiore.
Dvoumotorovy zachytny stihaci letoun, pohanény motory Fiat A 74 R.C.38, byl smisené konstrukce. Trup byl tvoien kovovou
trubkovou konstrukci a kovovym potahem, ktidlo bylo dfevéné s preklizkovym potahem. Ro57 byl vyzbrojen dvéma kulomety
raze 12,7 mm. Vefejnosti byl poprvé predstaven v kvétnu 1939 béhem mezinarodniho kongresu potddaného pro letecké
zurnalisty. Vykonové vSak veleni Regia Aeronautica nepiesvédc¢il. Odmitnut byl i ndvrh na Gpravu na stihaci bombardér. Az po
selhani bombardéri Breda Ba.88B v roce 1941, kdy Regia Aeronautica nutné potfebovala tGto¢né letouny, byl navrh
akceptovan. Ro.57 byl pfepracovan na verzi Ro.57bis vybavenou aerodynamickymi brzdami, podtrupovym zavésnikem pro
pumu 500 kg a kiidelnimi zavésniky pro pumy 250 kg. Nékteré podklady uvadi, ze kulomety 12,7 mm byly nahrazeny kandny
raze 20 mm. Pivodné bylo objedndno 200 sériovych kusti, toto mnozstvi vSak bylo snizeno na 90 kusi, celkove vSak bylo
pozdgji vyrobeno pouze 60 kust. Letouny byly opera¢né nasazeny v ramei 97° Gruppo v unoru 1943. 97° Gruppo, slozena z
226.sq a227. sq cvicilo utoky na pozemni i namozni cile. V ¢ervenci 1943 byla nasazena do boju, letouny byly nasazeny do
protiponorkovych hlidek a doprovodu konvoji. 13. ¢ervence 1943 vSak americké B-24 Liberator bombardovalo letisté v
Crotone a deset z patnacti Ro.57bis bylo zniceno. Zbyvajici stroje jednotky byly udrzovany v provozu kanibalizaci jinych
strojt az do rozpusténi 97° Gruppo 10.srpna 1943

Technickétidaje: Rozpéti 12.50 m, Délka 8.80 m, Vyska 2.90 m, Max. rychlost 500 km/h, Dolet 1200 km
Vyzbroj: dvakulomety raze 12.7 mm v piidi trupu, jedna puma o vaze 500 kg pod trupem a dvé 250 kg pumy pod kiidly.
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IMAM Ro.57 bis, cervena “9”, 97° Gruppo Autonomo Tuffatori, letecka zakladna IMAM Ro.57 bis, red “9”, 97° Gruppo Autonomo Tuffatori, Rome-Campini airbase,
Rome-Campini, Eervenec 1943. July 1943.
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IMAM Ro.57 bis, cervena “5”, 97° Gruppo Autonomo Tuffatori, letecka zakladna IMAM Ro.57 bis, red “5”, 97° Gruppo Autonomo Tuffatori, Rome-Campini airbase,
Rome-Campini, Eervenec 1943. July 1943.
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IMAM Ro.57 MM 75326, letisté Naples-Capodichino, 1943. Povsimnéte si, pro IMAM Ro.57 MM 75326, Naples-Capodichino airfield, 1943. Note unusual, for
Ro. 57, neobvyklych vysostnych znakut na kfidlech. Ro.57, wing national insignias.
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