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Fairey Albacore Mk.I
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As areplacement for the antiquated Fairey Swordfish, the Fairey Albacore appeared to have everything going for

it. Neat in appearance, and with a closed cabin providing such luxuries as heating a windscreen wiper and automatic
emergency dinghy ejection, the Albacore neverthless failed to come up to expectations. Far from supplanting the
Swordfish, it merely complemented the older biplane and, ironically, was outlived by the latter in service. Designed to
Specification S.41/36, the Albacore was ordered in May 1937.
The first prototype flew on 17 December 1938 and production began in 1939. No.826 Squadron was formed at Ford,
Sussex, especially to fly the Albacore, and received 12 aircraft on 15 March 1940. Three more Albacore Squadrons
formed before the end of 1940. Albacores finally went to sea when Nos.826 and 829 Squadrons joined HMS Formidable
on 26 November 1940 for convoy escort duty to Cape Town. Aircraft from these Squadrons took part in the Battle of Cape
Matapan in March 1941, pressing home their torpedo attacks in the true Swordfish tradition against the Italian battleship
Vittorio Veneto, the first occasion on which they had used torpedos in action. By mid-1942 some 15 Fleet Air Arm
Squadrons were equipped with Albacores operating from the Artic Circle to the North Africa, the Mediterranean and
Indian Ocean. Albacores had reached their zenith in 1942, and the next year Fairey Barracudas began to replace them. The
last two Squadrons to give up their Albacores were Nos. 820 and 841 in November 1943, aircraft from the latter Squadron
being passed to No.415 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force, at Manston for use in English channel operations on D-
Day. Total Albacore production between 1939 and 1943 amounted to 800 pieces.

Technical specification:
Span 50 ft (15,24 m). Length 39 ft 10 in (12,14 m). Maximum speed 161 mph (259 km/h) at 4500 ft (1370 m). Service
ceiling 20700 ft (6310 m). Range 930 miles (1497 km) with 1600 1b. (726 kg) weapons load.

€2

Letoun Fairey Albacore byl postaven jako nahrada za letoun Fairey Swordfish a mél vSechny predpoklady pro
tuto roli. Svym vzhledem mu byl podobny, ale mél krytou vytapénou kabinu se stéraci ¢elniho Stitku a zadchranny ¢lun
"dinghy" s automatickym uvoliiovanim. Nesplnil vSak ocekéavani. Misto nahrazeni letounti Swordfish pouze stars$i
dvojplosnik dopliioval a je ironii, ze letouny Swordfish ho pii opera¢nim nasazeni dokonce prezily.
Letoun Albacore navrzeny podle Specifikace S.41/36, byl objednan v kvétnu 1937. Prvni prototyp vzlétl 12. prosince
1938 a vyroba zapoc¢ala v roce 1939.
826. squadrona, kterd byla zformovana ve Ford, Sussex, obdrzela prvnich 12 strojti 15.bfezna 1940. Dalsi tii squadrony
vybavené letouny Albacore byly zformovany pred koncem roku 1940 a byly kone¢né opera¢né nasazeny na mofi, kdyz se
squadrony 826 a 829 ptipojily 26.listopadu 1940 k ostatnim letountim na letadlové lodi HMS Formidable, plujici jako
doprovod konvoji do Kapského Mésta. Letouny téchto jednotek se také zicastnily bitvy u Mysu Matapan v bieznu 1941,
kde provedly torpédové ttoky ve stylu letounti Swordfish proti italské bitevni lodi Vittorio Veneto. Bylo to poprvé, co
pouzily torpéda pfi bojové operaci. V poloviné roku 1942 bylo letouny Albacore vyzbrojeno 15 peruti (squadron) Fleet
Air Arm, které operovaly od Severniho polarniho kruhu az k Severni Africe, ve Stfedozemnim mofi a Indickém oceédnu.
Letouny Albacore dosahly vrcholu operacniho nasazeni v roce 1942 a v prubéhu dalSiho roku zacaly byt nahrazovany
typem Fairey Barracuda. Posledni dvé peruté, které se piezbrojovaly z letountt Albacore v listopadu 1943, byly
squadrony 820 a 841, kdy byly pfedany 415.peruti Royal Canadian Air Force v Manstonu. Letouny této Squadrony byly
pozdé&ji nasazeny v Cervnu 1944 pti invazi do Evropy (D-Day). Celkova vyroba letounti Albacore dosahla mezi rokem
1939 az 1943 poctu 800 kusti.

Technické udaje:
rozpéti 15,24 m. Délka 12,14 m. Maximalni rychlost 259 km/hod ve vysce 1370 metrii. Operacni dostup 6310 m. Dolet
1497 km s vyzbroji o hmotnosti 726 kg.
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SH72152 Albacore Mk.1 @

side view

missing for clarity

STEP 8
(some details
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Fairey Albacore X9053, 5C, No 817 Sqn FAA, HMS Indomitable, ~ Fairey Albacore X9053, 5C, No 817 Sqn FAA, HMS Indomitable,
Mediterranean Theatre of Operations, 1943-44. Several Albacores ~ Stfedomofi, 1943-44. Nékolik letounii Albacore této jednotky neslo
of the unit had the motif of one of Snow White seven dwarfs painted  na spodku pfidi kresby trpasliki z pohadky o Snéhurce. Letoun 5C
onthe lower engine cowl. 5C sported "Sleepy". mél namalovaného Dfimala.

(fresh) (fresh)

B Dark Slate Grey C  Extra Dark Sea Grey D Flat Black
tm. bridlicova Seda velmi tm. mor'ska Seda matna cerna
- H78/C38 50% - H333/C333 - H12/C33

H32/C40 50%




Fairey Albacore N4424, 4K, No 826 Sqn FAA, Mediterranean
Theatre of Operations, operated out of Malta and over Western
Desert, 1942. Black on the undersurfaces was painted roughly after
arrival to Malta, leaving light coloured outlines around the codes and
serials.

Scheme B

Fairey Albacore N4424, 4K, No 826 Sqn FAA, Stfedomofi, pouZivan
z Malty k operacim nad Zapadni pousti, 1942. Cerné na spodnich
plochéch byla jen nahrubo natfena az po pfiletu na Maltu a kolem
trupovych kéd a sériovych Cisel byl vynechan svétly okraj.

A Dark Slate Grey B Extra Dark Sea Grey C  Flat Black

@ H32/C40 50%
SH72152 Albacore Mk.1

tm. bridlicova Seda velmi tm. mof'ska $eda matna cema
H78/C38 50% - H333/C333 - H12/C33




Fairey Albacore L7105, 4R, No 826 Sqn FAA, HMS Formidable,
Mediterranean Theatre of Operations, 1940-41. Delivered in May
1940, 4R was like other machines in the L and N range of serial numbers
finished in S.1.E. scheme with Sky Grey on the undersurfaces. Period
photo suggests Black was used on wings and lower fuselage to help further
conceal this machine in night operations.

Fairey Albacore L7105, 4R, No 826 Sqn FAA, HMS Formidable,
Stfedomofi, 1940-41. Stroj 4R byl dodan v kvétnu 1940 a stejné jako
ostatni Albacory sérii L a N nesl barevné schéma S.1.E. s barvou
Sky Grey na spodnich plochach. Dobové foto naznacuje Ze kfidla i
trup zespodu byly dale pfetfeny cernou pro potfeby nocnich akci.

Scheme C

A SkyGrey B Dark Slate Grey C  Extra Dark Sea Grey D Flat Black
sv.8eda tm. bridlicova Seda velmi tm. mor'ska Seda matna cerna
O H338/C338 H78/C38 50% - H333/C333 - H12/C33

H32/C40 50%




Fairey Albacore BF653, @L, No 820 Sqn FAA, HMS Formidable, Fairey Albacore BF653, @L, No 820 Sqn FAA, HMS Formidable,
Operation Torch, November 1942. The serial no. was overpainted  OperaceTorch, Listopad 1942. Sériové ¢islo bylo zamalovano a
and replaced with U.S.NAVY and the US white star markings nahrazeno oznacenim U.S.NAVY a vysostné oznaceni s bilymi
replaced the usual British roundels, on top wings without the yellow  hvézdami nahradilo britské kokardy, na kfidlech bez Zlutych okraju.
surround.

Scheme D

US.NAVY

US.NAVY

A Dark Slate Grey B Extra Dark Sea Grey C  FlatBlack
tm. bridlicova Seda velmi tm. morska Seda matna cermna
- H78/C38 50% - H333/C333 - H12/C33

. H32/C40 50%
SH72152 Albacore Mk.1




Special Hobby Ilﬂl!l‘_S_!hl! Royal Navy Barracuda bomber as 1/72 kits and accessories for them as well

{Fairey/Barracuda MKIIERaCifici ettt

133317

595593

clal
MSK = Il!mlml“ 7531 Fairey Barracuda
Blr:ar::da L 172 Wheels KN
72022 172 forSpechaiiHobby kISR, —Fairey Barracuda TR Mk.5———=\"""7/,—
3D-Printed Parts ‘Torpedo Bomber!

o0 b1

PUR - Po/yumhane parts

Barracuda Crew Members T
Standing for Special Hobby kit
(3 figures) J LA

Sculpted by M. Antfeist

a9, 19:
website and e-shop at wa.cr

more at WWW Sllﬂﬂlallllllllly eu




ENGELLENT 1/72 FAIREY BATTLE KIT BY SPECIAL HOBBY

e

For easier assembly of the Fairey Battle Mk.I
we recommended our pre-cut mask M72058
Fairey Battle Mk.I MASK, sold separately.
For your Fairey Battle Mk.l kit you can also

get the excellent resin cast set 7520
Fairey Battle Mk.l Wheels. ma.cm
Fairey Battle Mk.| .58
M72058

172 Ba s
for Azur-Frrom and Special Hobby kits |

3D-Printod Parts

PUR - Polyurethane parts

. —

B shrniy 35

ENGELLENT 1/72 IIESIN I:AST ANI] 3Il PRINTED KITS BY SPEGIAL HOBBY

gl Morrie 59 cany Fordson WOT2D G M29C Weasel
W Stish Light Armored Car R ‘Van Body’ Repem Amphibious Version’
"”1';;‘2’2 Mv135 Myisz

DETAILNI

3D TISTENA

STAVEBNICE
SLEPTY
A OBTISKY

DETAILED
3 PRINTED KIT
WITH P-E PARTS
AND DECALS

E|§E|
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MADE IN THE CZECH

REPUBLIC Detailed resin kit contains 3D printed parts, P-E fret and decals Ao I e CZECH

mA

\DE IN THE CZECH
REPUBLIC

pecral €3 facebook.com/specialhobby
ﬁOBB“ WWW. SPECIALpHOBBY EU SN

CZECH A
MASTER’S KITS



