U-BOOT TYP XXIII

U-Boot type XXIII

In 1944 the Kriegsmarine's submarines were in serious crisis. The sporadic successes were redeemed by serious losses. The answer to the
Allied anti-submarine actions was partly the mounting of the Radar device and Schnorchels on current submarine types but also development
of the new submarine types. Except the experimental types the development was focused on oceanic type XXI and coastal type XXIII. Unlike
the XXI the XXIIl was used operationally and it has several combat successes. Only one of 118 deployed type XXI submarines went on the
combat mission but prior to the end of the war it didn't record any score.

Type XXl submarines were produced in Deutsche Werft in Hamburk and Germania Werft in Kiel. Even that the production fell behind thanks
to Allied bombardment still 59 submarines were completed and handed over. At the end of the war another 38 submarines type XXIIl were in a
state of deliver. The biggest problem at the end of the war was the crew training. Six type XXIll submarines set sail onto combat mission. The
first one was U 2324 with commander Lt. Von Rapprad cleared the harbour on January 29", 1945 (6 months after hand over to Kriegsmarine).
It unsuccessfully shot two torpedoes in the Firth of Forth bay on the Allied convoy on February 18" 1945. U 2322 under command of 1st Lt.
Heckel put out on February 8" and U 2321 under command of 1st Lt. Barschkis put out on February 12". On February 25" the U 2322 sank
British Egholm ship. On the next mission the U 2324 sank Monarch ship on April 16" and the U 2329 (1st Lt. Schlott) damaged Norwegian
Sverre Helmersen ship on April 23°. U 2336 under command of 1st Lt. Klusmeier put out from Kristiansand on May 1% 1945_ It hadn't catch the
order to terminate all combat actions from May 4" and sank Norwegian Sneland | and British Avondale Park ships in Firth of Forth bay on May
7" 1945. It came back to Kiel on May 14". It was the last German submarine's victory in the Second World War. Another submarine, the U
2326 (1st Lt. Jobst) also hadn't catch the order to terminate all combat actions but till May 10" hadn't spot any prey and returned back. During
the combat missions none type XXIll submarine was sunk by the Allies.

Technical data:
Displacement (Sfcd/Submerged in tons): 234/ 258, Dimensions: 34,7 x 3m, Armament: 2 torpedoes, Crew: 14.

(c2)

U Boot typ XXIIl

V roce 1944 se ponorky Kriegsmarine dostaly do vazné krize. Ojediné&lé uspéchy byly vykoupeny vaznymi ztratami. Odpovédi na dspéchy
protiponorkovych opatieni spojencl bylo jednak pouziti radaru a snorchelu na stavajicich ponorkach, jednak vyvoj novych typl ponorek. Mimo
pokusnych typl se vyvoj soustfedil na oceansky typ XXI a pobfezni typ XXIIl. Na rozdil od typu XXI se pobfezni typ XXIIl do¢kal nasazeni a
mize se pochlubit i bojovymi Gspéchy (na bojovou plavbu vyplula pouze jedna ponorka typu XXI ze 118 prevzatych kusl, ale pred ukonéenim
bojii nedosahla uspéchu).

Viyroba ponorek typ XXIIl probihala v lodénicich Deutsche Werft v Hamburku a v Germania Werft v Kielu. Vyroba se opozdovala, hlavné diky
bombardovani, pfesto se podafrilo postavit a pfedat 59 kusi a v dobé ukonéeni valky bylo v fazi pfedavani dalSich 38 kusii ponorek typ XXIII.
Nejvétdim problémem byl ale na konci valky vycvik posadek. Na bojové plavby se vydalo 6 ponorek typu XXIII. Jako prvni vyplula U 2324 pod
velenim kapitan poruéika von Rapprada 29.1. 1945 (6 mésicu po pfedani Kriegsmarine). V operaéni oblasti zalivu Firth of Forth odpalila 18.2.
1945 bezuspésné obé torpeda na spojenecky konvoj. 6.2. 1945 vyplula U 2322 (npor Heckel) a 12.2.1945 U 2321 (npor Barschkis). U 2322
potopila 25.2. 1945 britskou lod Egholm. U 2324 potopila pfi dal$i plavbé 16.4. lod Monarch a U 2329 (npor. Schlott) po$kodila 23.4. norskou
lod Sverre Helmersen. 1.5.1945 vyplula z Kristiansandu ponorka U 2336 pod vedenim npor. Klusmeiera. Nezachytila rozkaz k ukonéeni
bojovych akci vydany 4.5. 1945 a dne 7.5. 1945 potopila v zalivu Firth of Forth norskou Sneland | a britskou Avondale Park. Vratila se 14.5. do
Kielu. Slo o posledni uspéch némecké ponorky za druhé svétové valky. Dalsi ponorka U 2326 (npor. Jobst), také nezachytila rozkaz k
ukonceni bojovych operaci, do 10.5.1945 vSak nenarazila na kofist a vratila se zpét. Pfi bojovych akcich nebyla spojenci potopena ani jedna
ponorka typu XXIII.

Technicka data:
Vytlak nad hladinou: 234 t, vytlak pod hladinou: 258 t, rozméry: 34,7 x 3 m, vyzbroj: 2x torpedo, posadka: 14 muzi
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