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The P-51 Mustang is one of the best fighters of all time and although an American
airplane, its genesis owes a lot to Great Britain. The main change in the development
of the type occured when the original Allison engine was replaced by the R&R Merlin
one. The new unit literally unlocked the whole potential of the already excellent

airframe as the P-51B/C version was born.

It started in 1940, when British Buying Committee asked North
American Aviation (NAA) to build the Curtiss P-40s for the
RAF. NAA president James Kindelberger offered Britons the
development of a much better plane instead. The Committee
agreed and so the design team led by chief designer Edward
Schmued, who was a German immigrant with Austrian roots,
started to work. The preliminary design was approved on May
4, 1940, final assembly and installation of the engine began on
September 9 (just 127 days after approval). The very first flight of
the NA-73X prototype followed on October 26.

Innovative fighter

The Allison V-1710-39 one-stage, one-speed supercharged
liquid-cooled in-line engine rated at 1,700 HP was chosen for
the new fighter and the designers creating as narrow and sleek
a fuselage as possible did their best to lower the drag. For the
same reason they decided to use an innovative laminar flow
airfoil, which lowers the drag indeed, but, on the other hand,
requires a smooth surface to work well. That necessitated putty
and sand the leading area of the wing. Another innovative design
feature was the radiator belly under the fuselage which even
developed some additional thrust thanks to the Meredith effect.
Armament consisted of two guns in the nose and four in the
wings, all of them .50 caliber Brownings (the Mk. la variant had
four 20mm cannons). Britons chose the name Mustang for the
new aircraft, later adopted by USAAF as well. The RAF received
the first Mustangs Mk.l in October 1941. The performance was
found satisfactory, as the Mustang was faster than the Spitfire
Mk.V and had more than double the range. On the other side,
the Allison engine reached its maximum power at only 11,800 ft
(3,597 m) because of its one stage supercharger. Above this level
the engine performance decreased rapidly. As the aerial combats
occurred much higher, the RAF decided to use their Mustangs in
the reconnaissance role and the US Army Air Corps, interested
in the new type as well (but bound to the contract to buy P-40,
P-39 and P-38 pursuits), asked the NAA to convert the Mustang
as a dive bomber with wing dive brakes (the A-36 variant).

Merlin magic
To solve the high altitude weakness, the engineering began in
Great Britain to fit the Mustang with the two-stage, two-speed
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supercharger Merlin 61 engine. The trials of the Mustang X
prototype, fitted with Merlin 65 finally, found the level speed
increased to 433 mph (697 km/h) at 22,000 ft (6,700 m), thus 100
mph (161 km/h) better than Mustang Mk.I. As it was obviously
the way to further develop the Mustang, the NAA started its own
work, using license-built Packard-Merlin engines. The need
for an intercooler of the two-stage supercharger necessitated
a bigger radiator duct and the intake for the carburetor moved
from the top of the nose to the bottom. Another change included
the removal of the fuselage guns and adding two in the wing.
The production started at the Inglewood plant as P-51B on May
1943 and at the new production line at NAA Dallas plant as P-51C
in August 1943. The supplies of the new version to RAF continued
as Mustang MKk. Il1.

Ace maker and infinite warrior

The first Mustang aerial victory was achieved on August 19,
1942, when Flight Officer Hills shot down an Fw 190. It was
the beginning of the incredible tally of 4,950 enemy aircraft
shot down by Mustang pilots during World War II. Of them, 251
achieved the “ace” status. The most successful pilot of P-51 was
George Preddy Jr,, recording 24 of his 27 aerial victories flying
Mustang, followed by John C. Meyer and John J. Woll with 21 kills
each. Famous Charles Yeager, the first man to break the sonic
barrier in 1947, was the first pilot of P-51D to became ace in just
one day, after recording five kills on October 12, 1944.

The kit: P-51B/C Mustang Malcolm Hood canopy

The P-51B/C were great fighters but lacked backward visibility
and their guns jammed far too often. The problems with visibility
were down to the so called Birdcage canopy, which was aligned
with the high ridge of the rear fuselage, thus preventing pilot
to observe the area behind. Still, the P-51B/C was genuine
long-range fighter changing the daytime bomber escorts over
the occupied territory dramatically. The problem with visibility
was partly solved by so called ,Malcolm Hood" frameless semi-
-bubble canopy sliding to the rear on rails instead of opening on
hinges to the right side. The canopy was not a factory solution,
it was in fact invented by NAA engineers working in the UK. The
other teething problem of P-51B/C, jamming of the guns, was
solved a little bit later with the P-51D/K version.
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ATTENTION + UPOZORNENI

EIE Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, . Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev

rZllnX do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti
of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poziti drobnych dild.
over the head.

INSTRUCTION SIGNS * INSTR. SYMBOLY
@ ® @ ® @ S, ® ®

OPTIONAL BEND SAND OPEN HOLE SYMETRICAL ASSEMBLY REMOVE REVERSE SIDE ~ APPLY MASK AND PAINT
VOLBA OHNOUT BROUSIT VYVRTAT OTVOR SYMETRICKA MONTAZ ODRIZNOUT OTOCIT POUZIT MASKU
ANABARVIT

PLEASE CHECK THE LATEST VERSION OF THE INSTRUCTION ON WWW.EDUARD.COM
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A P-51B-5-NA, s/n 43-6315, Lt. Col. James H. Howard, 354" FG, 9" AF, Lashenden, Velka Britanie, duben 1944

Prezdivka Ding Hao byla éinskym vyrazem pro 5tésti, ktery si Jim Howard pfivezl do Evropy ze své sluzby na Dalném vychodé, kde létal jako élen AVG. Dne
11. ledna 1944 Eelil sam skupiné asi 30 stihaél Luftwaffe pfi ochrané skupiny bombardérd. Béhem akce étyfi nepfatele sestfelil a nékolik jich poskodil,
nasledné pridal daléi dva sestrely. Pod tlakem propagacniho oddéleni USAAF nechal ndsledné namalovat S/Sgt Marcuse Hansona na svij letoun k Sesti
hakovym KFiZlm také Sest wychazejicich slunci®. Tyto symboly ovéem nereprezentovaly pouze vzdudna vitézstvi, protoZe Howard ve skuteénosti béhem
svého plsobeniu Flying Tigers v letech 1941-1942 u AVG sestfelil jen dva nepfatelské letouny samostatné a jeden ve spolupréci. K tomu ovdem pridal étyfi
znicené letouny nepfitele na zemi. Tomu také odpovida poéet Sesti symboll na jeho Mustangu. HowardGv Mustang se pozdéji stal jednim z prvnich letound
tohoto typu u 354" FG, ktery byl vybaven mezi piloty tolik cenénym prekrytem kabiny typu Malcolm Hood.
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B P-51B-15-NA, 43-24769, Capt. Willard W. Millikan, 336" FS, 4" FG, 8" AF, Debden, Velka Britanie, kvéten 1944

Willard Wesley ,Millie* Millikan se pfihlasil jako letecky kadet do leteckého shoru armady Spojenych statl 16. srpna 1941, Po nedspésném zkouskovém
testu odedel do Anglie a pFipojil se ke Kralovskému letectvu, kde slouZil jake F/Sgt u No. 132 Eagle Squadron na letounech Hurricane a Spitfire. Po vstupu
Spojenych statd do valky byl Millikan pfevelen do letectva armady USA a v hodnosti 2" Lieutenant slouzil u 336" Fighter Squadron, které pozdéji velel.
Létal na letounech Republic P-47C Thunderbolt a P-51B Mustang pojmenovanych Missouri Mauler. Se zobrazenym Mustangem dosahl 22. kvétna 1944
svého posledniho, tedy 13. sestrfelu. O nékolik dni pozdéji, 30. kvétna 1944, musel svlj Missouri Mauler pobliz némeckého Wittenbergu opustit na padaku
poté, co narazil do kifidla Mustangu svého Eisla, Lt. Sama Younga, ktery se vyhybal protiletadlové palbé. Millikan byl zajat Némci a drien jako valeény
zajatec aZ do dubna 1945, kdy tésné pFed Dnem vitézstvi v Evropé v kvétnu 1945 uprchl zpét k vlastnim liniim. Béhem druhé svétové valky absolvoval pres
200 bojovych misi, pfi nichZ sestrelil 13 nepfatelskych letadel v leteckych bojich, daléi dvé zniéil na zemi pfi ostielovani nepFatelskych letist.
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P-51B-15-NA, 43-24823, Capt. Clerence Anderson, 362" FS, 357" FG, 8" AF, Leiston, Velka Britanie,

cerven 1944

P-51B Mustang s/n 43-24283 byl pFidélen Clerenci ,Bud® Andersonovi jako jeho tieti a posledni P-51B, se kterym bojové létal. Stejné jako jeho pfedchozi
P-51, i tento nosil nazev Old Crow, tentokrat byl nazev letounu vyveden nad vyfuky velkymi bilymi pismeny s Zernym lemem. Letoun byl kamuflovan
britskymi odstiny Dark Green a Medium Sea Grey. Anderson s timto Mustangem dosahl deviti ze svych sedmndécti potvrzenych sestrell a kdyZ v €ervenci
1944 zavrsil svij turnus u 3637 FS, byl letoun pFidélen Lt. Williamu Overstreetovi. Overstreet si nechal na levou stranu motorového krytu namalovat novy
nazev Berlin Express a na pravou stranu krytu pak kresbu okfidleného Mustanga v kruhovém erbu. Identifikaéni pismeno bylo zménénoz Sna 0.
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P-51B-10-NA, s/n 42-106451, Maj. George E. Preddy, 487" FS, 352™ FG, 8" AF, Bodney, Velka Britanie,

cerven 1944

Preddyho prvni osebni Mustang byl nekamuflovany letoun, jehoZ modrou pfid zdobil Zluty napis Cripes A'Mighty. Aplikace invaznich pruhl prekryla
trupové kody HO-P které pod bilou barvou éasteéné prosvitaji. Na ocasni plochy bylo prote pfidano individualni pismeno P. V dobé invaze mél Preddyho
Mustang jiZ namontovan novy prekryt kabiny typu Malcolm Hood. PFid jeho Mustangu zdobilo 12 tramavych kFizd coby symboly jeho vzdugnych vitézstvi,
Svij posledni let s P-51B uskuteénil 12. €ervna 1944, est dni po invazi do Francie, kdy si narokoval daldi zni€enou Bf 109. Poté prevzal zcela novy P-51D-5
Cripes A'Mighty 3™ V srpnu 1944 byl Major Preddy odesladn na odpocinek do Spojenych statl, po navratu v Fijnu pFevzal veleni nad 328" FS. Dne
25. prosince v rannich hodindch, béhem pronasledovadni Fw 190 nad frontou, byl Preddyho stroj zasaZen omylem americkymi protiletadlovci. Jedté
se pokusil nouzaové pristat pobliZ protiletadlové baterie, ale smrtelné zranén nedaleko od ni havaroval. Celkem béhem valeéné kariéry dosahl George Earl
Predddy 25 sestfell samostatné a daldich étyr ve spolupraci, z toho 22 (plus 4 ve spolupraci) v kokpitech Mustangl. S P-51B dosahl péti sestield a dvou
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E P-51C-10-NT, 43-25054, 1. Lt. Willard H. Lewis Jr., 79" FS, 20" FG, 8" AF, Kings Cliffe, Velka Britanie,

srpen 1944

Mustang étyf podob, tak by se dala nazvat histarie zbarveni tohoto P-51C s/n 43-25054. Po pfezbrojeni 20" FS z P-38 na nové P-51 Mustang, létal s timto
letounem od Unora do zafi 1944 Lt. Willard ,Joe* Lewis. V té dobé byl letoun na hornich plochdch kamuflovan barvou Olive Drab a stejné jake Lewislv
predchozi P-38 Lightning i jeho novy Mustang nesl na pfidi ndpis Hell's Belle a mallvku ddbla. S takto zbarvenym strojem dosahl Lewis dvou sestfeld
Bf 109 a mnoha Uspéchl proti pozemnim cildm v prdbéhu 287 operacnich hodin, které za druhé svétové valky nalétal. Na podzim 1944, po aplikaci kylu
a nasledném éasteéném odstranéni olivového maskovani, predevéim v oblasti trupu, dostal letoun ernobilé pruhy na pfidi a na levém boku byl nové
namalovan napis Beaverhead Filly. S takto zbarvenym Mustangem létal Lt. Keith C. Price, ktery na ném dosahl svého jediného sestfelu. Lt. Robert M. Scott
byl daléi, kdo pFevzal tento letoun, a na levou stranu motorového krytu nechal namalovat napis Shoot You're Faded, ktery pozdéji doplnil o Berties Bet.
Celou valeénou kariéru se o tento Mustang starali stejni mechanici a zbrojifi Sgt. E. Schrader a Sgt. A. Kublin. V jejich pééi nalétal béhem valky pfes 700
hodin a dokal se jejiho konce. Nakeonec se po valce zfitil nedaleko Mnichova.
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P-51B/C ALUMINIUM LACQUER PAINTED AREAS
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P-51B/C Mustang Malcolm canopy STENCILING POSITIONS
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