Supermarine Spitfire PR Type G - Playing with death
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Supermarine Spitfire

The Supermarine Spitfire is without doubt one of the most iconic and recognisable aircraft of the Second World War. While its story spans the entirety of
the conflict—from the earliest days to the final victory—it was the early variants powered by the Rolls-Royce Merlin engine with a single-stage
supercharger that laid the foundations of the modern Royal Air Force, both technologically and symbolically.

The Spitfire's origins trace back to the 1930s, when Great Britain, recognizing the growing threat posed by Nazi Germany’s expanding air force, began
modernizing its own aerial capabilities. Reginald Mitchell’s design, influenced by his experience with high-speed Schneider Trophy racing aircraft, proved to
be a masterpiece: aerodynamically clean, structurally modern, and exceptionally agile. The Spitfire quickly became the RAF’s premier fighter, embodying
the new spirit of a reformed and ready air force.

Early operational variants, such as the Mk | and Mk I, armed with eight Browning machine guns, played a central role in the Battle of Britain, giving the
RAF the means to resist and ultimately repel the Luftwaffe’s aerial assault. Later models, like the Mk V, introduced heavier armament and improved
performance, while retaining the Spitfire’s hallmark manoeuvrability and flying pleasure.

Among the lesser-known but crucial developments were the high-altitude versions, such as the Spitfire Mk VI, which featured extended wingtips, a
pressurized cockpit, and specialized equipment for high-altitude interception missions. Designed to counter enemy reconnaissance and bomber aircraft
operating at extreme altitudes, these variants pushed the Merlin engine to its limits. In parallel, Photo Reconnaissance (PR) versions were developed,
optimized for long-range missions with additional fuel tanks, stripped-down equipment, and high-altitude capability. These unarmed but swift aircraft flew
deep over enemy territory, capturing vital intelligence with unmatched precision.

Spitfires powered by early single-stage supercharged Merlins saw combat on every front of the war: from the white cliffs of southern England, across the
deserts of North Africa, over the besieged skies of Malta, and into the jungles of the Far East. Their adaptability and reliability made them indispensable
across vastly different environments and theatres of war.

Although the single-stage Merlin engine defined the early war years, it was by no means the end of the Spitfire's evolution. Later models were fitted with
two-stage supercharged Merlins, dramatically improving high-altitude performance, and eventually with the even more powerful Griffon engine,
extending the aircraft’s relevance and capability to the very end of the war—and even beyond.

Unlike most reconnaissance Spitfires, which relied on high altitude and speed as their primary means of protection, the PR Type G was developed to carry
out photographic reconnaissance missions at low and medium altitudes. Low-level reconnaissance flights were among the most dangerous operations
undertaken by RAF aircrews.This required a completely different approach to both aircraft configuration and operational tactics. To obtain photographs
with sufficient detail, pilots were required to fly directly over their targets, often within range of light anti-aircraft artillery, machine-gun fire, and enemy
fighters. Unlike the high-altitude PR variants, which frequently operated beyond the reach of most defensive measures, PR Type G crews faced constant
exposure to hostile fire and had to rely on their flying skills, speed, and low-altitude maneuvering to survive. The Type G retained its fighter armament,
providing pilots with the means to defend themselves if attacked. Engaging enemy aircraft was discouraged unless absolutely necessary, as preserving the
reconnaissance mission and returning with the photographic evidence always took priority. Despite these dangers, the Type G played animportantrole in
the development of Allied photographic reconnaissance. Early missions flown by armed reconnaissance Spitfires contributed to obtaining the first detailed
photographs of German radar installations, providing invaluable intelligence on the Luftwaffe’s growing early-warning network. Equally important were
reconnaissance flights over occupied Norway, during which German warships concealed within the fjords were located and photographed. These images
enabled Allied intelligence to monitor the movements of major Kriegsmarine units and provided vital information for British naval planners. Although later
specialized reconnaissance variants offered greater altitude performance and longer range, the PR Type G remains a testament to the courage of the pilots
who carried out some of the war’s most hazardous missions—flying low over enemy territory, where success depended on a combination of precision,
speed, and exceptional airmanship.
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Interior painting, unless otherwise noted:

Interior green - cockpit from instrument panel to the frame behind the seat
Natural metal - all other areas

Malowanie wnetrza, o ile nie zaznaczono inaczej:

Interior Green - kokpit miedzy tablica przyrzadéw a wregg za fotelem

Naturalny metal - wszystkie pozostate powierzchnie
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Undercarriage assembly is also possible

after camouflage painting
/ Instalacja podwozia jest mozliwa réwniez
po pomalowaniu kamuflazu




Spitfire PR Type C,R7059 /LY of No. 1 PRU, St Eval in Cornwall, FitLtTaylor,4 May 1941

R7059 in its original Dicer Operations paint scheme, used for low-altitude reconnaissance missions over seaports in France. One of the unit’s main tasks at that time was to monitor Brest,
which the Kriegsmarine used as its main base for surface vessels. At that time, another Spitfire Type G was photographed for the first time by the heavy cruiser Admiral Hipper. The
markings are typical of that period; note the placement of the markings on the wings, which, although unusual for the RAF, was common on the pink Spitfire PDUs. The PRU Pink
camouflage scheme was tested in combat conditions on aircraft R7059 when, on May 4, Lieutenant Taylor encountered Bf 109s north of the Cotentin Peninsula. After conducting
reconnaissance over Cherbourg from an altitude of 3,500 feet, Taylor emerged from the upper edge of the cloud layer just as two Bf 109s passed him at a distance of less than 150 feet.
The enemy aircraft did not spot the Spitfire, and Taylor took cover again in the cloud layer and returned to base - the Germans’ lack of reaction was attributed to the aircraft’s perfectly
matched color scheme.

R7059 w pierwotnym malowaniu dla operacji Dicer, wykorzystywany do misji rozpoznania na niskich wysokosciach portow morskich we Francji. Jednym z gtdwnych zadar jednostki w tym
czasie byta obserwacja Brestu, uzywanego przez Kriegsmarine jako gtdwna baza jednostek nawodnych. W tym czasie inny egzemplarz Spitfire Typ G po raz pierwszy sfotografowat ciezki
krqzownik Admiral Hipper. Znaki rozpoznawcze typowe dla tego okresu, warto zauwazyc rozmieszczenie znakow na skrzydtach ktére choc nietypowe dla RAF, byto czesto spotykane na
rézowych Spitfire PDU.Schemat kamuflazu w kolorze PRU Pink zostat wyprébowany w warunkach bojowych na samolocie R7059 kiedy 4 maja porucznik Taylor natkngt sie na samoloty Bf
109 na pétnoc od potwyspu Cotentin. Po rozpoznaniu nad Cherbourgiem z wysokosci 3500 stop Taylor wytonit sie z gérnej krawedzi warstwy chmur, gdy minety go dwa samoloty Bf 109,
znajdujqgce sie w odlegfosci mniejszej niz 150 stop. Samoloty wroga nie zauwazyty Spitfire'a, a Taylor schronit sie ponownie w warstwie chmur i powrdcit do bazy - brak reakcji Niemcow
uznano za przyktad perfekcyjnie dobranego koloru maszyny.
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Spitfire PR Type G, X4784 /ZW of No. 140 Sq, Benson, April 1942

In September 1941, No. 1416 Squadron arrived at Benson; it had been formed to meet the British Army’s needs in the event of a German invasion. The unit, soon
renamed the 140th Squadron, was equipped with Spitfire | PR G-type aircraft. As the threat of invasion receded, it began operations over the continent, relieving
No. 1 PRU of the task of mapping enemy coastal defenses for the British Army.

X4784 /ZW was another aircraft painted entirely pink for low-altitude missions. In the photos, the letters ZW on the aircraft appear to be a darker shade, which may
suggest the use of black instead of the standard MSG. We have included both variants on the decal sheet so that modelers can choose the one that suits them best.

We wrzesniu 1941 r. do Benson przybyta 1416. Eskadra, utworzona w celu zaspokojenia potrzeb armii brytyjskiej na wypadek niemieckiej inwazji. Jednostka,
wkrotce przemianowana na 140. Eskadre, zostata wyposazona w samoloty Spitfire | PR typu G. Wraz z ustepowaniem zagrozenia inwazjq rozpoczeta ona dziatania
nad kontynentem, zwalniajgc No. 1 PRU z zadari sporzqdzania map obrony wybrzeza wroga dla armii brytyjskiej.

X4784 /ZW byt kolejnym egzemplarzem malowanym w catosci na kolor rézowy do misji na niskich putapach. Samolot na zdjeciach wydaje sie mie¢ litery ZW w
ciemniejszym odcieniu, co moze sugerowac uzycie koloru czarnego zamiast przepisowego MSG. Zatqgczylismy na kalkomanii oba warianty aby modelarz mogt
wybrac pasujgcy mu wariant.

—\ The aircraft's appearance, featuring black code letters.
Wyglad samolotu z czarnymi literami kodowymi.
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Spitfire PR type G, P9328 /DP, No. 140 Sq, Hendon, December 1942.
The P9328 is another PR Type G Spitfire, originating from a little-known RAF tactical reconnaissance unit. This aircraft features the typical
configuration used in Operation Dicer during that period, with the standard markings used by reconnaissance units.

P9328 to kolejny spitfire PR Type G, pochodzqcy z mato znanej jednostki taktycznego rozpoznania operacyjnego RAF. Ta maszyna przedstawia
typowy schemat dla operacji Dicer z tego okresu, z przepisowym oznakowaniem uzywanym w jednostkach rozpoznawczych.
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Spitfire PR Type G, X4620 /30, No.8 OTU, 1943

A Spitfire PR Type G in service at the time it was photographed at a combat training center service. In this in-flight photograph, the aircraft bears the full markings of planes
designated for Operation Dicer and is painted in the color scheme typical of that period. The national insignia are noticeably lighter than the standard colors and were most
likely repainted using a lighter shade of blue (Bright Blue) to provide better contrast with the camouflage - a fairly common practice in reconnaissance units. The side number
has a clearly visible filling, but it is impossible to determine the shade from the black-and-white photograph. We can only assume that it was one of the colors used in the
identification markings - we leave it up to the modeler to decide which color to choose. The small silhouette on the sheet shows the aircraft’s appearance in an alternative
shade of blue. We have also included a number without a fill for modelers who wish to choose their own shade for the center of the numbers.

Spitfire PR typ G uzywany w czasie gdy zostat sfotografowany podczas stuzby w osrodku doskonalenia bojowego. Na zdjeciu wykonanym w locie samolot nosi petne
oznakowanie samolotéw przeznaczonych do operacji Dicer i jest malowany schematem barw typowym dla tego okresu. Znaki przynaleznosci paristwowej sq wyraznie
Jjasniejsze niz standardowe kolory i z duzym prawdopodobieristwem zostaty przemalowane za pomocq jasniejszego odcienia niebieskiego (Bright Blue) aby zapewnic lepszy
kontrast z kamuflazem - co byto dos¢ powszechng praktykg w jednostkach rozpoznawczych. Numer boczny ma wyraznie widoczne wypetnienie, jednak z czarno-biatego
zdjecia nie sposéb zgadnqc odcienia. Mozemy jedynie przypuszczaé, ze byt to jeden z koloréw uzytych w znakach rozpoznawczych - pozostawiamy do decyzji modelarza jaki
kolor wybraé. Mata sylwetka na planszy pokazuje wyglgd samolotu w alternatywnycm odcieniu niebieskim. Jednoczesnie zatqczyliSmy numer bez wypetnienia dla modelarzy
ktorzy zapragng wybrac swoj wiasny odcieri srodka cyfr.
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Spitfire Mk.I-Mk.V exhaust (standard)

with installation bracket
3d Printed set for IBG Models Spitfires Mk.I-Mk.V and PR A/B/C/E

Spitfire PR cockpit structure insert
for IBG Models Spitfire PR - up-armoured (post April 1940)

Pitot Tube (2 variants) |B Supermarine Spitfire (IBGw.

Aerial Mast MODELS N

Carburetor Air Intake [MODELS Mk.l - Mk.V 172 - 72M011

Gun Camera 720083 - 1:72 Painting masks
Gun Heating Outlets

Oil Cooler for all IBG Models Spitfire Mk.I - Mk.V and PR kits
Radiator Mesh & Flap

Anti-spin Parachute Cover & Tail Guard =\ ‘ = [
Radio Hatch Cover i UEal |
Cockpit Doors = =
Mirrors

Supermarine Spitfire Mk.l Early (K and L) Series
Exterior Detail 3d Printed Set

Recommended Hataka sets for IBG Spitfire Kits
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Lacquer-based Acrylics Brush Application
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Supermarine Spitfire Mk. | Early - Beginning of the Saga 1:72

Supermarine Type 300 | | Supermarine Type 300

Spitfire Prototype K5054 first flight Spitfire Prototype K5054 test flights

I.A.R. 81C - Great Air Battles of 1944
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ROMANIAN BARBAROSSA 2 in 1: P11F and .PZL 237 L72 PZL/IAR P11F Romanian Fighter on skis
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